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Behorende bij het proefschrift 
TNF Signaling in Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease 
Marcela Aparicio Vergara 
September 18th 2013 
1. The discrepancy between studies using a "loss-of-function" (Uysal et al. 
1997, Schreyer et al. 1998, Pamir et al. 2009, Toda et al. 2010) and a "gain­
of-function" mutation in the TNF receptor (this thesis) highlights our 
simplistic understanding of the role of TNF signaling in insulin resistance. 
2. Given that ALT/AST levels are persistently normal in over half of the patients 
with NAFLD (Fracanzani et al. 2008) and in rodent models of NASH (this 
thesis), novel biomarkers are needed to identify NAFLD. 
3. The reported dissociation between the development of macrophage­
associated inflammation and the onset of insulin resistance (Turner et al. 
2013, this thesis) questions the causality of the alleged association between 
inflammation and insulin resistance. 
4. Given that all the immune cells have been replaced in a bone marrow 
transplantation experiment the interpretation of many bone marrow 
transplantation studies can be complicated. (Duran-Struuck et al. 2009, this 
thesis) 
5. Despite all our efforts to stay lean, the obesity paradox implies that we need 
the extra pounds in later life. (Hughes 2013) 
6. Although they have a reputation of being the healthiest and most active 
generation, baby boomers are actually in worse overall health than their 
parents. (King et al. 2013) 
7. The same factor (TNF) in our immune system that is instrumental in 
enabling us to fight off severe and dangerous inflammatory ailments is also 
a player in doing the opposite at a later stage, causing the suppression of 
our adaptive immune response. (Sade-Feldman et al. 2013) 
8. A scientist in his laboratory is not a mere technician: he is also a child 
confronting natural phenomena that impress him as though they were fairy 
tales. (Marie Curie) 
9. Nowadays we have countless ways of communicating, but nothing more to 
say. 
10. Ser cientifico es una profesi6n, es un estilo de vida. 
